
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Music for Toddlers: 
 

A Step along the Musikgarten Pathway 
to Music Literacy 

 
In our Family Music for Toddlers classes, you will delight in the endless energy of your child, his/her joy in 
bouncing, rocking, and dancing with you, and in seeing him/her develop in this wonderful, musical 
environment! As you watch him/her grow, you can imagine him/her singing in a choir, playing in a band, or 
entertaining the family on the piano. As you sing, bounce, rock, dance, and play instruments together, you 
are laying the foundation necessary for your child’s success in music and beyond, regardless of the path your 
toddler takes in the future.  

Toddlers are always moving! In fact movement is not only your toddler’s favorite new-found skill, it is your 
toddler’s most effective way to learn. Although children eventually have to learn to “sit still and listen” they 
often cannot and should not be able to do it just yet. Engaging them in purposeful and fun movement 
activities is the perfect preparation for this all-important skill.  

Listening is the cornerstone of all learning. While most children are born with the ability to hear, all 
children have to be taught to listen. Family Music for Toddlers class is the perfect environment for nurturing 
this critical skill. Our focused listening activities direct the children to listen to short examples of familiar 
sounds that tie in with the activities. They hear the sound of a cat after singing Three Little Kittens, or the 
sound of hammering, sawing, and drilling after making The Workshop. In our noisy world, it is necessary to 
teach children to focus on sounds that they already know as well as filter out peripheral sounds. This is so 
important given the barrage of sounds that fill our stores, restaurants and world!  

All children are innate singers! In fact, the cooing of a child is very light, high, and musical. By keeping the 
child in a singing-rich environment your child will retain his/her singing voice and gain control of it in an ever-
expanding range. Singing songs, playing instruments, dancing, and rocking with you elevates these 
experiences so they live on in the mind of the child forever.  

Come join our Family Music for Toddlers: Chickadees class! 
 

West Side          East Side 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church       Mary Magdalene Church 
4115 Dewey Avenue         1008 Main Street  
Rochester, NY 14616         East Rochester, NY 14445 
Mondays...5:45p – 6:30p         Thursdays...10:15a – 11:00a 
                             5:30p – 6:15p 
 
 

 
 

Jennifer R. Phillips, Director/Instructor 
(585) 402-0773 

HarmonyMusicSchoolofRochester@gmail.com 
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